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been started again with renewed vigour, and, to put it becomingly, a larger staff, as little Austin is allowed to take part in it, much to his delight, and is dignified with the name of
* General  Hoskyns.'    He is under Louis, from whom he gets written orders, which must be carried out without letting Lloyd see or discover them.    He came this morning to tell me in great glee that he had ' taken a city/    To tell you the truth, however, I think Lou enjoys it quite as much as the child does, and puts as much serious   effort   and   enthusiasm   into   a   clever
* move' as into any of his literary work!
August 5.
I   AM all alone at Vailima, the only white person on the premises.    All the rest of the family are now in Apia awaiting the arrival
of the steamer with G------on board.     It is a
lovely day, and everything is looking its best; all morning I have been overlooking the boys, and trying to get the place into tolerable order. It is a constantly recurring worry here that no one can tell exactly when the steamer will get in; and if it is important to meet it on arrival, one has sometimes to wait not only hours, but days, at Apia. Louis, Fanny, and Belle went down last night, as Belle particularly wanted to see the captain to arrange about Austin going to San Francisco on the return trip ; while Lloyd and Austin started immediately after breakfast